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Joyce DiDonato Mezzo-soprano
IlPomo d’'Oro

Zefira Valova conductor
Good Hope School Choir

IVES
The Unanswered Question

Rachel PORTMAN
The First Morning of the World

MAHLER
“Ich atmet’ einen linden Duft!" from Riickert-Lieder

UCCELLINI
Sinfonia Terza (a cinque stromenti), Op.7

MARINI
“Con le stelle in Ciel che mai”
from Scherzi e canzone, Op. 5

MYSLIVECEK
“Togliero le sponde al mare” from Adamo ed Eva

COPLAND
“Nature, the Gentlest Mother” from Eight Poems of
Emily Dickinson for voice and chamber orchestra

VALENTINI
Sonata enharmonica

CAVALLI
“Piante ombrose” from La Calisto

GLUCK
“Danza degli spettri e delle furie”
from Orfeo ed Euridice, Wg. 30

“Misera, dove son!... Ah!l, non son io che parlo”
from Ezio, Wq. 15

HANDEL
“As with rosy steps the morn”
from Theodora, HWV 68

MAHLER
“Ich bin der Welt abhanden gekommen”
from Riickert-Lieder

BMARA AT ERR R EHEEZTEATL Y NELSETHE BNESAEE BEARE THIREARE TS LT HEH
FHIEFREE HMERNEANEE - ZHIMUAF - TR BEREENHENET - HFEANBALFIRBREBFINITHEBRFNER -
HOUSE RULES In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, please
refrain from recording, filming, taking photographs, and also from smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Please ensure that
your mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices are switched off before the performance. Thank you for your kind
co-operation « Programme may be subject to change * The content of this programme does not reflect the views of the Government of

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
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Message from our
Executive Director

Dear friends and music lovers,

We are delighted to close the 2024 Spring Recital
Series with the spectacular concept recital EDEN
with the inimitable Joyce DiDonato and the
acclaimed Baroque Ensemble, il Pomo d’Oro. EDEN
explores humanity’s fragile relationship with nature

through music spanning four centuries. This recital
was originally scheduled for September 2023,

but postponed because of the ongoing COVID restrictions in this part of
the world. We are thrilled that we finally have the opportunity to bring back
Joyce DiDonato and this amazing production to Hong Kong.

| would like to thank our hotel partners, Aki Hong Kong-MGallery and

the Mandarin Oriental, for their gracious hospitality towards our visiting
musicians. | would also like to thank the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau
for supporting us through the Art Development Matching Grants Scheme,
whereby every dollar we are able to raise in donations and (net) sponsorship,
is matched 150% by the Hong Kong Government. Finally, | would like to thank
all of our donors who share our vision to build a vibrant arts and cultural life
in the city in which we all live, and to make the inspiration of a live music
performance accessible to all.

We are excited to announce tonight the lineup for our 2024 Fall Recital
Series, which features four exciting recitals including the Hong Kong debuts
of tenor Karim Sulayman and guitarist Sean Shibe, and recital debuts for
violinist Clara-Jumi Kang and cellist Sol Gabetta. Tickets are on sale now
through our website (www.pphk.org) and we hope to see you there!

Have a great summer!

Andrea D Fessler

Executive Director and Founder
Premiere Performances of Hong Kong
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"The staggering, joyful artistry of Joyce DiDonato reminds us that in any generation there are a few giants.
Joyce is not only a great, brave and inspiring artist - one of the finest singers of our time - but she is also a transformative
presence in the arts. Those who know her repertoire are in awe of her gifts, and those who know nothing of it are instantly
engaged. Joyce sings and the world is suddenly brighter. She compels us to listen actively, to hear things angw.”* :

Jake Heggie, GRAMOPHONE

4 PHOTO: Sergi Jasanada
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Multi-Grammy Award winner and 2018 Olivier Award
winner for Outstanding Achievement in Opera,
Kansas-born Joyce DiDonato entrances audiences
across the globe, and has been proclaimed “perhaps
the most potent female singer of her generation”
by The New Yorker. With a voice “nothing less than
24-carat gold” according to The Times, Joyce has
towered to the top of the industry as a performer,
a producer, and a fierce advocate for the arts. With
a repertoire spanning over four centuries, a varied
and highly acclaimed discography, and industry-
leading projects, her artistry has defined what it is
to be a singer in the 215t century.

Joyce begins her ambitious 2023-24 season
by opening The Metropolitan Opera’s season
performing her signature role of Sister Helen in a
new production of Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking,
where she will return later in the season to revive her
critically acclaimed “Virginia Woolf” in Kevin Puts’
The Hours. This season also sees Joyce touring Dido
& Aeneas with Il Pomo d’Oro, and further tours of
EDEN and the Grammy Award-winning SONGPLAY
in Asia, South America, and Europe. In concert
Joyce appears with her hometown Kansas City
Symphony Orchestra for a series of subscription
concerts, as well as performances in
Strasbourg, and Paris. Joyce also performs in recital
at Deutsche Staatsoper Berlin, Wiener Musikverein
and Carnegie Hall.

Istanbul,

Recent highlights include giving the world premiere
of Tod Machover’s Overstory Overture in the role
of Patricia Westertord at Alice Tully Hall in New
York and Seoul Arts Center in South Korea and an
in-depth residency at Musikkollegium Winterthur.
Joyce’s groundbreaking EDEN Tour has had
further success with recent tours in Europe and
North America. In June 2022, Joyce joined the
Metropolitan Orchestra for a tour that included the
orchestra’s first visit to the UK in over 20 years,
with performances at The Barbican, Philharmonie

5
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de Paris and Festpielhaus Baden-Baden. Her
performance was “the embodiment of musical
perfection”, according to the Wochenglatt Reporter.

In opera, Joyce’s recent roles include Agrippina at
the Metropolitan Opera and in a new production
at the Royal Opera House, Didon in Les Troyens
at the Wiener Staatsoper; Sesto in Cendrillon and
Adalgisa in Norma at the Metropolitan Opera;
Agrippina in concert with Il Pomo d’Oro under
Maxim Emelyanchev; Sister Helen in Dead Man
Walking at the Teatro Real Madrid and London’s
Barbican Centre; Semiramide at the Bavarian State
Opera and Royal Opera House, and Charlotte in
Werther at the Royal Opera House.

Much in demand on the concert and recital circuit,
Joyce has held residencies at Carnegie Hall and at
London’s Barbican Centre, toured extensively in the
United States, South America, Europe and Asia and
appeared as guest soloist at the BBC’s Last Night
of the Proms. Other concert highlights include
the Berlin Philharmonic under Sir Simon Rattle,
Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique under
Sir John Eliot Gardiner, the Philadelphia Orchestra
under Yannick Nézet-Séguin, and the Accademia
Santa Cecilia Orchestra and the National Youth
Orchestra USA under Sir Antonio Pappano.

An exclusive recording artist with Warner Classics/
Erato, Joyce’s expansive discography includes
the highly celebrated Les Troyens (winning
Gramophone’s coveted Recording of the Year)
and Handel’s Agrippina (Gramophone’s Opera
Recording of the Year). Joyce’s other albums
include her singular EDEN that has toured to nearly
40 cities globally, the acclaimed Winterreise with
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, Grammy Award winning
Songplay, In War and Peace, the 2017 Best Recital
Gramophone Award, Stella di Napoli, Grammy-
Award-winning Diva Divo and Drama Queens. Other
honours include the Gramophone Artist and Recital
of the Year awards, as well as an inaugural inductee
into the Gramophone Hall of Fame.
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Founded in 2012, il Pomo d’Oro soon established
itself as an ensemble of outstanding quality in the
field of historically informed performance. After 11
years, il Pomo d’Oro is looking back on a prolific
concert presence worldwide, and an impressive
list of 44 recordings, many of them award-winning.
The ensemble is particularly renowned for working
with singers, be it for solo recitals, or entire operas,
performed and recorded in some of the most
prestigious theatres around the world.

Recent productions include Handel’'s Theodora
which introduced the new vocal ensemble ‘il
Pomo d’Oro choir’ alongside a stellar cast. The
concert recording won BBC Music Magazine’s
Choral Award in 2023. The 2022/23 season also
saw productions

a sold-out run of Tolomeo.

of Handel’'s Ariodante and
In 2023/24, il
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Pomo d’Oro continues to tour the famous Eden
project with world renowned mezzo-soprano
and frequent collaborator Joyce DiDonato, and
begins a new tour of rarely performed early music
with countertenor Jakub Jozef Orlinski, entitled
Beyond. Further operas and oratorios by Handel
and Purcell are scheduled for the coming seasons.

In the field of instrumental music, the ensemble
focuses on projects with its chief conductor Maxim
Emelyanychev and Francesco Corti as principal
guest conductor and harpsichord soloist. Zefira
Valova, the concert master of il Pomo d’Oro, also
leads the orchestra and appears as a violin soloist.

In 2023, il Pomo d’Oro launched its biggest
recording project: the complete recording of
Mozart’s symphonies, conducted by Maxim
Emelyanychey, in collaboration with the French
label Aparté. The first two volumes were released
in 2023.

I Pomo d’Oro is an official ambassador of El
Sistema Greece, a humanitarian project to provide
free musical education to children in Greek refugee
camps - offering workshops, concerts, and raising
funds with beneficiary concerts.

The ‘il Pomo d’Oro Academy* was launched online
during the first wave of the Covid 19 pandemic,
offering free music lessons to music students
worldwide. The Academy is now collaborating
with El Venezuela, offering online
masterclasses in Baroque music interpretation in
cooperation with the “Inocente Carrefo Itinerant
Conservatory” in Caracas to the Baroque music
ensembles of the El Sistema movement. In 2024, ‘il
Pomo d’Oro Academy’ will offer masterclasses in
Baroque music performance at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music.

Sistema
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In its future residence in Monte San Savino, ltaly,
the ‘il Pomo d’Oro Academy’ will host instrumental
and vocal masterclasses, workshops and musical
education for children.

THE NAME

The name of the orchestra refers to the title of
an opera by Antonio Cesti, composed for the
wedding of Emperor Leopold | of Austria with
Margarita Teresa of Spain in Vienna in 1666. The
opera was the final part of an imperial celebration
of incredible multimedial splendour, starting with
fireworks of 73.000 rockets and a horse-ballet of
300 horses.

With its twenty-four different stage sets and
stunning special effects like collapsing towers,
flying gods and sinking ships, “Il Pomo d’Oro”
was probably the most excessive and expensive
operatic production in the then young history of
the genre.

EDEN 1B ASIANTOUR ENSEMBLE 2538 44 E % &
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Zefira Valova Conductor 1518
Edson Scheid

Dmitry Lepekhov

Jesus Merino

Miriam Hontana

Maria Vahervuo

VIOLIN Il /hEZE I

CELLO k2=
Natalia Timofeeva

DOUBLE BASS E&XRE

CLARINET EE&

Francesco Spendolini

Kristina Chalmovska

BASSOON BE#&

Angel Alvarez

Jonathan Alvarez

HORN 35§
Christian Binde
Achim Schmid -Egger

Nicholas Robinson
Lucia Giraudo
Katarzyna Olszewska

llaria Marvilly
VIOLA iR =

Giulio d’Alessio

Archimede De Martini
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Bulgarian violinist Zefira Valova is a leading specialist
in early music, who performs as a soloist, leader,
concertmaster, and chamber musician. Graduating
from Sofia’s National Academy of Music and
Conservatorium van Amsterdam, Zefira has gone on
to collaborate with such ensembles as the Helsinki
Baroque Orchestra, Arcangelo, Sofia Philharmonic
Orchestra, and the European Union Baroque
Orchestra. She has been artistic director of the Sofia
Baroque Arts Festival since 2006.

Zefira has been concertmaster of Il Pomo d’Oro
since 2015 working under Maxim Emelyanychev
and Francesco Corti. With the orchestra, she has
recorded as soloist, conductor, and concertmaster on
multiple releases for Aparte, Deutsche Gramophone,
Erato, etc.

Awards include first prize in the José Herrando
Baroque Violin Competition (2020), Musician of the
Year for artistic activity awarded by the Bulgarian
National Radio (2017), and the Golden Quill Award
2021).

Highlights of the 2023/24 season include leading Il
Pomo d’Oro in concerts with mezzo-soprano Joyce
Di Donato throughout South America, China, and
Europe, leading the Tafelmusic Orchestra (Canada)
with early classical concertos and symphonies,
conducting Amadigi di Gaula by Handel at Sofia
Opera and Ballet, and leading “Rebirth”, the recital of
soprano Sonya Yoncheva.

n
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Founded in 1959, Good Hope School Choir is one of Hong
Kong’s longest-established and best choirs. Music choral
training at Good Hope School aims at helping her choristers to
become confident young women, enhancing their autonomous
leadership, strengthening their sense of commitment to
the school and society and nurturing a proactive learning
environment to inculcate in its members a positive attitude to
life and a readiness to reach their full potential.

The Choir has achieved outstanding results in various local
and overseas music festivals. They won the championship
in the Intermediate Girls - Foreign Language event and the
Intermediate Mixed - Foreign Language and Chinese events in
the 69™ and 70t Gotham Hong Kong Schools Music Festivals,
respectively. This year, the Choir came first in the Intermediate
Girls - Foreign Language and Junior Girls - Chinese categories
in the 71*t Hong Kong Schools Music Festival.

Their marvelous performances are not confined to Hong Kong,
as many of their overseas tours have gained international
acclaim. The Choir was the Gold Awardee of the 5th and 6th
World Choir Games (2008 & 2010). In addition, they were the
Gold Awardee in the Folklore category and Category Winner in
the Children Choirs category of the 5" International Copernicus
Choir Festival & Competition in Poland (2017). The Choir
was crowned the champion of the 9% World Peace Choral
Festival in Vienna (2018). In 2019, the choir was awarded the
First Prize in Children’s Category, Best Selected Competition
Programme, and Grand Prix Varna at the 40th International
May Choir Competition 2019 in Varna, Bulgaria. To broaden
their experience, the young musicians have joined a rich array
of cultural exchange tours to Beijing, Australia, Canada, Rome
and Hungary.

The Choir has also been invited to perform on a number of
different formal occasions, such as the Open Day at Government
House, the Zonta International 17t District 17 Conference, the
“Opening of the Legal Year” Mass and Christmas caroling.
Good Hope Choir will continue to bring exuberant joy to their
audience through their sweet melodies.
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Charles IVES (1874-1954)
The Unanswered Question aoos)

Charles Ives was an American modernist composer
whose musical style was farahead of his time. Although
The Unanswered Question was written in 1908, Ives
revised it for chamber orchestra in 1930-1935, though
it was not performed until 1946. The first title for
this work was “A Contemplation of a Serious Matter
or The Unanswered Perennial Question.” Its unusual
ensemble combines strings, a solo trumpet - here
replaced by Joyce DiDonato’s wordless voice - and
an atonal woodwind or flute quartet.

Against a background of slow, quiet strings
representing “The Silence of the Druids”, a solo
trumpet [or voice] poses “The Perennial Question
of Existence”, to which the woodwind quartet of
“Fighting Answerers” tries vainly to provide an
answer, growing more frustrated and dissonant
until they give up. The three groups of instruments
perform in independent tempos and are placed
separately on the stage.
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Rachel PORTMAN (1960-)
The First Morning of the World (2022)

In British composer Rachel Portman, Joyce
DiDonato has found a kindred spirit who is equally
stirred by the beauties of the natural world. Best
known as a composer of scores for more than 100
films and television programs, in 1996 Portman
became the first woman to win the Academy Award
for Best Score for Emma. More recently, she has
turned to orchestral and chamber music that reflects
her life living in the English countryside near London.
“l had spent a lot of time immersed in nature,” she
says, “and | wanted to try [to] express the beauty of
what | see.... We’re increasingly unconnected to the
natural world. We don’t seem to be part of the land;
we seem to use it as a resource instead.”

PHOTO: Sergi Jasanada 15
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Premiere Performances of Hong Kong
Fall Recitals 2024

ERE - MERRAGHESRE

SEAN SHIBE
Unplugged

Multiple award-winning Scottish guitarist Sean
Shibe is known for pushing boundaries and
innovating on both the electric and acoustic guitar.
In his Hong Kong debut, Sean Shibe plays acoustic
classical guitar repertoire - but be prepared to be
awed by sounds you have never heard before!

Programme includes works by Bach, Barrios,
Villa-Lobos, Thomas Adés and more.

29 SEP 2024 (SUN) 7:30pm
$520 $320 $180

mEMRRERS | Bk
SEAN SH I BE guitar

KARIM SULAYMAN tenor

Broken Branches

Grammy-winning tenor Karim Sulayman and guitar
innovator Sean Shibe collaborate in a recital that
bridges genres. From Monteverdi and Purcell to
Britten and Eastern folk songs, they explore their
dual cultural identities as artists with Western
upbringings and Eastern roots.

Broken Branches is nominated for the 2024 Grammy
Award for Best Classical Vocal Solo Album.

4 OCT 2024 (FRI) 7:30pm
$520 $320 $180

Scan for Concert Details For purchasing

0,
and Tickets A tickets to both of
OFF Sean Shibe’s concerts

i%ﬁi QREET%E%EE 'EIE in the same transaction
- BRIREEA A—-XStEERR AR T e
. Tickets availble today FIEIRB AR E TENTEER

Programme and artists are subject to change without notice or refund EHE{R B FHET B KB H E R
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CLARA-JUMI KANG violin
YEKWON SUNWOO piano

Violin Recital

"A true display of virtuosity. %% % %" Bachtrack

Korean violin star Clara-Jumi Kang makes her Hong
Kong recital debut together with Van Cliburn Gold
Medal winning pianist Yekwon Sunwoo!

Programme

BACH Chaconne in D minor, BWV 1004
WEINBERG Violin Sonata No. 4, Op. 39
STRAUSS Violin Sonata in E-flat Major, Op. 18

5 NOV 2024 (TUE) 7:30pm
$520 $320 $180

RAFARSHREY
SOL GABETTA cello

RACHEL CHEUNG piano

Cello Recital

One of the world's most sought-after cellists returns
to Hong Kong for her long-awaited recital debut,
together with local favorite Rachel Cheung on piano.

Programme

SCHUMANN Fantasiestiicke, Op. 73
MENDELSSOHN Sonata for Cello and Piano No. 2
SHOSTAKOVICH Sonata for Cello and Piano

18 NOV 2024 (MON) 7:30pm
$580 $380 $180

Stay tuned with

our newsletter! All above concerts will be held at
ERERME Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

a1 DLEREOREEXEETRBET

Concerts for ages 8 and above ZESEAN\BERU LA LTEE
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Portman’s collaborator for “The First Morning of
the World” is American composer/writer Gene
Scheer, who has created librettos for Jake Heggie’s
Moby Dick, Tobias Picker’'s An American Tragedly,
and many other operas. “The First Morning of the
World” was commissioned by Linda Nelson in
memory of Stuart Nelson.

Breathing in the fresh air of that first morning in
Eden, this beautiful song introduces this program’s
themes and poses the questions of how to
recover the peace of an untouched paradise. The
predominance of woodwinds, and especially flutes,
evoke the birdsongs of a long-ago world, while the
clarity of the vocal lines throws emphasis on the
eloquent text.

Gustav MAHLER (1860-191)
“Ich atmet’ einen linden Duft”
from Riickert-Lieder ago1-02)

After Gustav Mahler had exhausted the naive
folkloric poetry of the Des Knaben Wunderhorn
collection in his earlier songs, he turned with equal
passion to the poetry of Friedrich RUckert (1788-
1866), whose verse was refined, delicately beautiful,
and often given to word-play.

In 1901-02, Mahler set five RUckert poems for voice
and orchestra - and simultaneously for voice and
piano - while composing his Fifth Symphony. They
were united by their introspective moods and
their intimate connection with Mahler’s personal
and philosophy. Joyce DiDonato
has chosen two of them to be sung at different
moments in this concert. First comes “Ich atmet’
einen linden Duft” (“l breathed in a delicate scent”)
from RUckert’s series of spring poems. The poet
plays with the different meanings of two similar
German words, /inden (delicate) and Linden (lime
tree). Mahler described this song as “the feeling
one experiences in the presence of a person one
loves... two minds communicating without any word
needing to be spoken.” It also perfectly captures
the wondrous scent of the linden blossom.

experiences
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Marco UCCELLINI (1603 or 1610-1680)
Sinfonia a 9, 0p. 7, No. 3 (iees)

Although the exact year is unknown, Marco Uccellini
was born into a noble ltalian family and likely
received his musical education at the seminary of
Assisi. His skills on the violin as well as his expansive
creative powers led him to serve long periods at
the Este court in Modena - where he also served
as choir master at Modena’s cathedral - as well as
at the Farnese court in Parma. He was especially
renowned for his instrumental music, which made
new technical demands on the violin, including
the extension of its range into higher registers, the
employment of virtuosic runs, and the first use of
scordatura tunings.

The Sinfonia Op. 7 comes from Uccellini’s seventh
book of instrumental music published in 1668, for
violin and organ. In many sections of contrasting
tempos and meters, it resembles a Baroque dance
suite more than a sonata. Its fourth section is built
around a tuning challenge for the violinist that was
a Uccellini specialty: a slow theme of chromatically
descending scales that are later sped up and
reversed to ascend chromatically.

Biagio MARINI (1594-1663)
“Con le stelle in ciel che mai”
from Scherzi e canzonetta ne22)

A prominent composer of the Italian early Baroque
period, Biagio Marini was a virtuoso violinist who
joined Claudio Monteverdi’s orchestra at San Marco
in Venice in 1615. He subsequently led an itinerant
career, performing and composing for most of
Italy’s princely courts, as well as in Belgium and
Germany. Marini was best known for his innovative
instrumental music, but he also wrote light-hearted,
dancelike vocal music, such as the song “Con le stelle
in ciel che mai” (“Who has ever seen the Sun?”) from
his Scherzi e canzonette of 1622. Though the author
of its text is unknown, the elaborate imagery is
obviously the work of a court poet. Though it speaks
of the “chaste Cupid,” this poem is about the birth
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of the Christ child on a winter night during the reign
of Augustus, which brings sunlight to the darkest
night and blossoming flowers to the barren earth. Its
infectious triple-meter pace is set by the chitarrone,
an Italian bass lute that was much loved in this era.

Josef MYSLIVECEK (1737-1781)
"Togliero le sponde al mare”
from Adamo ed Eva q777)

Josef MysliveCek was a Czech opera composer in
the second half of the 18t century. His aria “Togliero
le sponde al mare” (“l will remove the shores from
the sea”) may sound similar to a Mozart aria. In
fact, the two composers were close friends despite
their age difference, having met in Bologna in 1770.
Mozart, in one of his letters home, described the
Czech composer as “full of fire, spirit, and life,” and
frequently borrowed themes from him for use in his
own compositions.

Though born in Prague, Myslivecek spent his entire
musical career in ltaly, where he was a prolific
composer of opera seria, such as his oratorio
Adamo ed Eva, premiered in Florence in 1771. This
work takes place after Adam and Eve’s expulsion
from the Garden of Eden when they are guided by
the Angel of Mercy and the Angel of Justice. Sung
by the more exacting Angel of Justice, “Toglierd” is
a dramatic da capo aria full of the vocal virtuosity
that was a Myslivecek specialty and driven at a
ferociously unforgiving pace.

Aaron COPLAND (1900-1990)
“Nature, the gentlest mother”
from Eight Poems of Emily Dickinson (oss)

His creativity rooted in instrumental music, Aaron
Copland had composed only a few songs before
writing his vocal masterpiece, Twelve Poems of
Emily Dickinson, for piano and voice, between 1949
and 1950. Copland’s own musical style - by then
as spare and incisive as Dickinson’s verse - was an
ideal match for his chosen poet.
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In 1958, he began orchestrating the Dickinson
songs and finally published those that best-suited
this medium as Eight Poems of Emily Dickinson.

The exquisite “Nature, the gentlest mother” is
the cycle’s first song. As in Portman’s “The First
Morning of the World,” its scoring is dominated by
woodwinds, which imitate the fluttering of wings
and the trilling of birds to begin the song. Arcing
over a broad range, the vocal line, nevertheless,
illuminates every word and phrase of this enchanting
poem to perfection.

Giovanni VALENTINI (1582-1649)
Sonata in G minor, Enharmonic

A slightly younger contemporary of Monteverdi, the
composer and poet Giovanni Valentini was probably
born in Venice and studied music there under Giovanni
Gabrieli. He became a virtuoso keyboard artist,
specializing in the clavicymbalum, the precursor to
the harpsichord with a keyboard of 77 keys spanning
four octaves. Valentini’'s multiple talents won him
important positions in Poland, Graz, and finally at the
Viennese court of the Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand
Il as the Imperial organist. His music is often daring in
its harmonies and makes much use of chromatic half
steps that could be readily produced on his enharmonic
harpsichord. We will hear his intriguing Sonata in G
minor, Enharmonic, which is an antiphonal dialogue
between two instrumental groups. Its brooding motive,
repeated many times at the beginning, gradually
becomes more elaborate and animated.

Francesco CAVALLI (1602-1676)
"Pianti ombrosi” from La Calisto (651

Joining the choir of Venice’s San Marco as a boy
soprano in 1616 and tutored by Monteverdi, Francesco
Cavalli in time became his successor in translating the
new form of opera from a courtly pastime to a popular
entertainment for paying audiences in Venice’s public
theatres. Twenty-seven of his operas survive, and
their combination of melodious arias with risqué plots
have made them very appealing today. Perhaps the
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most often performed is La Calisto (1651), the tale
of the beautiful nymph Calisto who is wooed by the
amorous Jupiter, who comes to Earth to restore order
after a devastating war. Since Calisto is a follower
of the virgin goddess Diana, he disguises himself
as Diana to get past her defenses. The poignant air
“Pianti ombrosi” (“Shade-giving plants”) is sung by
Calisto in Act | as she mourns Nature’s beauty that
has been destroyed by the recent war.

Christoph Willibald GLUCK (1714-1787)
"Danza degli spettri e delle furie,”

from Orfeo ed Euridice (762)

"Misera, dove son!... Ah!, non son io che parlo”
from £zio (1749)

Christoph Willibald Gluck was a German composer of
ltalian and French opera in the early classical period.
Gluck’s prominent place in musical history was secured
by his opera Orfeo ed Euridice of 1762, in which he
reformed the excesses of high Baroque opera by
stripping away its elaborate vocal virtuosity and placing
the musical emphasis on a clear and streamlined
expression of the drama’s text. “Danza degli spettri e
delle furie” (“Dance of the Furies”) is one of Orfeo’s
most famous excerpts, when Orfeo is opposed at the
gates of Hades by the infernal spirits, who refuse him
entrance until enchanted by his song. Here furious
strings are lashed by terrifying dissonances.

The recitative and aria “Misera, dove son!..Ah!, non
son io che parlo” comes from an earlier period of
Gluck’s career when he was still wedded to the
conventions of opera seria and wrote the opera Ezio
to a popular libretto by Pietro Metastasio about the
last years of the Roman Empire. Flavia, the daughter
of a Roman aristocrat is in love with the general
Ezio, but is thwarted by her father’s hatred of her
lover. In this dramatic scena consisting of recitative
and da capo aria, she bewails her entrapment,
caught between warring father and lover. The spare
eloqguence of the recitative and the beautiful and
much slower second section of the aria preview the
reform style Gluck would soon adopt.
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George Frideric HANDEL (1685-1759)
"As with rosy steps the morn”
from Theodora (749)

Despitethefactthatit wasunpopular withaudiences
at its 17750 premiere, Handel’s penultimate oratorio
Theodora was his personal favourite and is now
one of his most admired late works. The aging
composer selected a radically different text for this
work: the tragic story of the early Christian martyrs
Theodora and Didymus, who died in Antioch in
304 AD during the reign of Emperor Diocletian.
With a subject closer to the Catholic than to the
Protestant tradition, Handel took a huge gamble
and unfortunately paid the price for it at the box
office. The beautiful aria “As with rosy steps the
morn,” is sung by Irene, the leader of the Christian
community and Theodora’s confidante; its text
employs metaphors from Nature. A calmly majestic
da capo aria enriched by a subtly active bass part,
it reflects Irene’s character, firmly grounded and
never shaken in her faith. The contrasting second
section grows bolder and more radiant as she
addresses her Savior.

Gustav MAHLER (1860-191)
“Ich bin der Welt abhanden gekommen”
from Riickert-Lieder 1901-02)

The program closes with “Ich bin der Welt abhanden
gekommen” (“I have become lost to the world”),
considered by many to be the greatest of Mahler’s
songs. It was composed just after he moved into his
tranquil lakeside “composing cottage” in the Alps,
and seems an expression of his contentment creating
in that life-giving setting. The music embodies a
sublime calm, expressed mostly in simple diatonic
harmonies, like “the repose of a Zen garden”. The
seamless sharing of the melodic line between singer
and piano achieves the quality of a vocal duet.
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Premiere Performances brings internationally
celebrated musicians and the world’s brightest
rising stars to Hong Kong for solo recitals,
chamber music and community outreach,
building a vibrant local arts scene and inspiring
audience members of allages with performances
that are accessible to all.

Founded in 2007 as a registered charity by
Andrea D. Fessler, Premiere Performances
aims to contribute to a vibrant local classical
music scene and establish Hong Kong as a
leader in the international cultural landscape.
From international favourites to the world’s
brightest rising stars, our programmes feature
a dynamic array of instruments, performance
styles and genres.

Premiere Performances presents over
100 events each year including:

e Beare's Premiere Music Festival
(5-6 concerts and over 10+ Education
& Outreach events),

e Recital Series (4-6 concerts),
e Family Series (2-4 concerts),

e Chamber Music In Schools (60+ in-school
performances)

From special needs students to the elite of
Hong Kong, we have programmes aimed at
all demographics. We believe that everybody,
regardless of social class, ethnicity or language,
will be moved by the power of a world class live

music performance.
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MERREEREMANZG
We Need Your Support!

R BB AMESEENIE
BRI > AEBLXREREPRRK
BENRERLERT - SEIEESR
H—RFMBETHEESIZRA
F1T > BREEERIEE R ERER
AR EE > ERMEBEERITIEL
HIRBAER o
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BRAEABEREY 1L 5ENEHE
B » B —9—= R INE S FRAIM
R o
BFUBIE100TE A RIS R ER
RIRULIE ©

AR AREEREEZR

Premiere Performances is a registered charity
and a non-profit organisation. Only about 15%
of Premiere Performances’ costs are covered
by ticket sales. The generous contributions of
our patrons and sponsors help us make up the
shortfall so that we can continue to bring the best
in the world to Hong Kong for you, its audiences.

As we are a recipient of the Art Development
Matching Grants Scheme, every dollar you
donate to Premiere Performances will be
matched 150% by the Hong Kong Government,
more than doubling your contribution.

As a registered charity, any donation of
HKS100 or more to Premiere Performances is
tax-deductible with receipt.

Donate Now to Become a Friend of Premiere Performances

IRIBEREEZR) HEB HHEHKD
Benefits of the Friends Circle 100+
TEFESR (S M IR IR U

Letter of Recognition and Charitable \/
Tax Receipt

BRITHRME v

Advance Booking Period
Mm% (RIEBEEEEZR

Membership to Friends Circle

BN REEREBESREN
35 H K A48k =

Name in House Programmes and
on Website

HEITERE

Concierge Ticketing Service

BMERMIR
Flexible Rescheduling

EBEME—RFAADEETLEY
Invitation to One Private Salon Concert

EREMEMRIANDETES

Invitation to Two Private Salon Concerts

BEBFERERBERSEE2ENLA
DREEYE

Invitation to All of Premiere
Performances’ Salons for One Year
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BMEHKD | B¥HKD | B¥HKD | B¥HKD | B¥HKD | B¥HKD
1,000+ | 5,000+ | 10,000+ | 18,000+ | 25,000+ | 50,000+
v v v v v v
v v v v v v
v v v v v v
v v v v v v

v v v v v
v v v v v
v v v v

v v

v

REBHZ IR SZ 5! Thank You So Much for Your Generous Support!
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How to Donate

EEM i

Online Donation

B11Epphk.org/support-us/
donationsZ( R LA T Z 45

&R RIB

Visit pphk.org/support-us/
donations or scan this QR code

BRE =
Crossed Cheque

IFERBERES .
SAREESEE77RESE
FLIGIB1522% o HhEEE S
IRBERSEBRAE] I
“Premiere Performances of
Hong Kong Ltd.”

to donate with your credit card

Send a cheque made out to
“Premiere Performances of
Hong Kong Ltd.” to Premiere
Performances, Room 1522,
15/F, Leighton Centre, 77
Leighton Rd, Causeway Bay

RIEESZEEFRQE

Premiere Performances of Hong Kong Limited

Staff

Andrea Fessler
Loretta Cheung
Brian Chui
Sharen Lau
Hoffmann Lai
Prudence Lee
Ashley Tse
Anna Cheung

Board of
Governors
Andrea Fessler
Winnie Kwan
Shu Yin Lee
Ester Li

Radhika Mahidhara
Janana Suleymanli

Executive Director and Founder
Box Office Manager

Programme and Outreach Manager
Marketing Manager

Senior Arts Administration Officer
Senior Arts Administration Officer
Senior Arts Administration Officer
Arts Administration Officer

Pro Bono
Legal Counsel
Paul Hastings LLP

R1THAR

Bank Transfer

ETEERITAO
250-390-48085510 >
A B8 B A 4K Zinfo@pphk.org

Deposit to Citi account number
250-390-48085510 and email
the receipt to info@pphk.org

PREMIERE

PERFORMANCES
REREERE
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Friends of Premiere Performances

of Hong Kong

REEE ZHAE UL R T A TR R RS
Thankyou to all of our generous donors whose support allows Premiere Performances
to provide the world class range of programming and outreach that we present.

Contributions over $50,000
Anonymous (9)

Andrew Alexander

Gisele & Kurt Baker

Eugene Birman

Bloomberg L.P.

Susan Ho & Andrew Brandler
Capital International, Inc.

Ester & Eugene Chung

Elaine Wong & Fritz Demopoulos
Philip Eisenbeiss

Andrea Fessler & Davide Erro
Whitney Ferrare

Leonie Foong

Grace Freshwater

Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program
Silvia Pezzini & Filippo Gori
Rosemary & Alain Groshens
Jean Ho

Jenny Hodgson

Fred Zuliu Hu

Interlude.hk

Irene Lee

Peggy Yeoh & Seng Huang Lee
ShuYin Lee

Charmaine Li

Liane & Y.S. Liu

Macquarie Group Foundation
The Ronald & Rita McAulay Foundation
Audry Ai & Tom Morrow

Elia Mourtzanou

Mei Tay & Fred Schulte-Hillen
Winnie Kwan & Mark Shuper
Philip Sohmen

Fiona Steffensen
SystematicEdge

Laura Howard & Dieter Turowski
Anne & John Witt

Dr Adrian Wu

YangTse Foundation

Jessica Bruser & Heath Zarin

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (1)

Sofia Zanchini & Gaetano Bassolino
Ming Chen & Jelmar de Jong
Spencer Goh

Radhika & Oshan Gunawardana
Susan & Mark Hayden

Rimmo Jolly

Nelson K. F. Leong

Niklaus Leung

Tracy Li
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Stephen Luk

Evan Miracle

Moon Yik Company Limited
Amna & Ali Naqvi

Sau Ching Charity Foundation Limited
Katharina Schmitt, Berlin

Clara Yip & Jian Shen
Christopher Sim & Kevin Wilkey
Suhanya & Michael Snelling
Bobbi Hernandez & Morgan Sze
Tung Family Foundation

Jeanie Woo

Jason Zhang

$18,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (1)

Ines & Nicolas Aguzin
Alessandro Asperti

Anne Farlow & Oliver Bolitho
Aaron Chandrasakaran

Jina Lee & Jae Won Chang
Great Eagle Holdings Limited
Leah Harrison

David Ho

Nancy Lee

Sophie & Alfons Mensdorff
Jane Ng — In memory of Mariette Mimi Chan
Doreen Le Pichon

Julie Welch

KK Yeung, JP

Mi-Ran & Chi-Won Yoon

$10,000 - $17,999
Anonymous (7)

Dania & Hani Abuali
Anchor International
Vishal Bhammer
Joanne Ooi & John Bleach
Stephen Bolton

lain Bruce

Maggie & Max Chen
Cheng Kar Wai

Pamela Cheng

Vincent Chui

Chung See Yuen
Rebecca & Anthony Correa
The Delgado Family
Sachin Divecha

Kurt Ersoy

Alison & Ben Falloon
Marissa Fung Shaw
Sabrina & Spencer Fung
Natalie da Gama-Rose

Michelle Garnaut

David Halperin

Daphne Ho

Kevin Ho

Jane Kim

Jancu Koenig

Tzo Tze Ang & Eashwar Krishnan
Michelle Leung Sulger

David Li Kwok-Po Charitable Foundation Ltd.
Chun Hui Lin

CE Mar

Angharad & Simon Martyn
Frederick Mocatta

Yana & Stephen Peel

Frank, Ellen & May Proctor

Lily & Andrew Riddick

Andrea & Eckart Roth

Ron & Tanya S.

Melanie Tang & Nick Simunovic
Miki & Andrea Sorani

Nelson Tang

Haewon Hwang & Nick Taylor
Linda Wang

Ella Betsy Wong

Greg Wong

Hugh Zimmern

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (3)

Anisha Abraham
AWORKS.DESIGN

Molly Bersani

Veryan & Dan Bradshaw
Doug Chow

Janice Chan & Louis Choy
Credit Suisse Foundation
Carolyn Fong & James Rodriguez de Castro
Deborah Edwards

The Euro Suisse Foundation
Lindy & Joe Fok

Isabelle Frank

Adrian Harley

Esther Heer

Deborah & Paul Hennig
Hotung Mills Education Foundation
Doreen Jaeger-Soong

Inna Kanounikova

Charlotte Lai Wing Sze

Lee Family

JLee

David Legg

David Li

Prof Yvonne Liao



Helen & Arne Lindman
Michelle & Mark Lunt
Christine Van & Martin Matsui
Tytus Michalski

Elaine W. Ng

Janana Pasha

Satyan Patel

Selina Kuok & Paolo Picazo
Jennifer Zhu Scott & Adrian Scott
Jessamy Woolley & Ralph Sellar
Jeffrey Shiu

Audrey & Eric Slighton

Ivan Strunin

Rajan Sujanani

Amy Tam

Joanne Tam

Su-Mei & Marcus Thompson
Rita Tsang Leong

Margaret Van

Claire Hsu & Benjamin Vuchot
Tim Weinert-Aplin

Charlotte Wong

Amy Wood

Tony Xu

Kirsten & Adam Zaki

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (12)
Meenakshi Ambardar
Kylie Anania

Judy Ang-lkeda

Alicia Audibert

John Batten

Cheryl Blanco

Yvonne Poon & John H Boey
Elizabeth Clark & Richard Boseley
Roberto Bruzzone
Karen Chan

Kilian Chan

David Chao

Jee Eun & Samuel Chao
Charities Aid Foundation America
Chiahui Chen

CS Chen

Elaine Cheng

Lisa & Mark Chiba

Lucy Choi

Regina Chui

Lewis Chung

Simon Clarke

Susan Clear

Mark L. Clifford

Mark Cohen

TG Cooper

William Andrew Crowe
Andrew D'Azevedo

Ti & Gerald Dennig
Faina & Joshua Derman
Devialet Ltd

David Patrick Eich
Stephen Eno

Mimi Brown & Alp Ercil
Wu Han & David Finckel
Charles Firth

Bernard Fleming

Fong Wai Lyn Carolyn
Force for Good - JP Morgan
Angus Forsyth

Alise Franck

Emma Louise Fung - ELFWORKS
Nelly & Kenneth HC Fung
Deborah Kan & Joseph Gallagher
Gastronomie Consultancy Services Ltd
Paul Geitner

Emily Gillett

Ember & Evan Goldstein
Ellen Gorra

Lori Granito - Go Gourmet
Anne LeBourgeois & Robert Grieves
Claude Haberer

Corey Hall-Cooper
Catherine Han

Rumiko Hasegawa

Lina & Rami Hayek

John Heath

Sandra Mak & Alex Hee
Mette Hjort

Elaine Ho

Youmna & Bruno Hostelet
Sonny Hsu

Michael Hubmann

Hui Yui

Betty Hung

Mimi & Peabody Hutton
Martine & Michel Jospé
Kosmo Kalliarekos

Kong Wing Fai

Kong Yuk Yi, Anna

Jean Sung & Peter Krismer
Vinit Kumar

Ting Ting Lam

Amy & Mattias Lamotte
Lakshmi Mahey Laroia
Edward Lau

Adam Lazar

Chui-Inn Lee

Jonathan Lee

May Lee

Tak Lee

Lee Tze Fung

Gesing Leung

Joan Leung

Jeremy Lightfoot

William Littlewood

Yang Liu

Judy Lo

George Long

John Louie

Michelle & Craig Lovett
Lum Wai Chun Raphael
Donald Lung

Daphne & Jonathan Mandel
Stephen Matthews
Kwok-Ling Mau

Jane Mcbride

John Medeiros
Micramusic Limited

Siu Ming & Friends

Louisa Mitchell

Philippe M. Moisan
Jonathan Mok

Amie Moriarty

Forrest Morr

Grandma & Cherry Ng
Noam Noked

One Pilates Studio

Jennie Orchard

Amy & Lincoln Pan
Thomas Pan

Pun Wing Nin Winnie
Lorenzo Restagno
Isabelle Richardson
Georgina & Thibaut de Rocquigny
Fabio Rossi

Rubicon Communications Ltd.
Barbara Ann Rust

Heinz Rust

Elizabeth L Thomson & Kishore Sakhrani
Philippa Salewicz
Rampreet Sandhu

Megan Schmalzried
Andy Schroth

Andrew Sheard

Gordon Shiu

Nicole & Jonathan Silver
Leah & Jason Singer
Jinus & Lionel St. Exupery
Peter Stein

Henry Steiner

Corina Stonebanks

Dede Huang & Alec Stuart
Dan Strumpf

Zack Susel

Edward Szakal

Yee Kai Gary Tang

Cissy Lam & Robert Tang
Time Out Hong Kong

Tse Chiu Ming

Harriet & C.C. Tung

U.S. Phlogiston Corp.
Caroline & Douglas Van
Lidia Wagstyl

Kim & Thomas Walther
Arthur M Wang

Cynthia Wang

Olivia Wang

Kohei Anthony Watanabe
Andrew Webster

Allison Haworth West & Michael West
William Westbrook
Jennifer Wilson

Cheryl & Jack Wong
Elizabeth Wong

May Wong

Wong Nai Hei

Priscilla Wong

Sook Leng Wong

Wong Tang Fung

James Woo

Benjamin Wu

Hui Yi Wu

Margaret Yang

Sook Young Yeu

Pauline Yeung

Johnny Yip

Peter Yu

Sylvia Yu

Drs Dorothea & Christian Zeppezauer
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